86TH CoNnGRESS ; HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES {° Reporr 
1st Session No. 274 


REVISING THE BOUNDARIES OF WRIGHT BROTHERS 
NATIONAL MEMORIAL, NORTH CAROLINA 


Aprit 16, 1959.—Ordered to be printed 


Mrs. Prost, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs; 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H.R. 5488} 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H.R. 5488) to revise the boundaries of Wright 
Brothers National Memorial, North Carolina, and for other purposes, 
having considered the same, report favorably thereon without amend- 
ment and recommend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


This measure will revise the boundaries of the Wright Brothers 
National Memorial in North Carolina by adding to it approximately 
111 acres of land. The lands added will become subject to all the 
laws, rules, and regulations applicable to lands at present within the 
memorial, which is a unit of the national park system. 


NEED FOR LEGISLATION 


The memorial was established under the authority of the act of 
March 2, 1927 (44 Stat. 1264), to commemorate the achievements of 
the oe brothers in the development and use of power-driven 
aircraft. 

The lands that would be added by the bill are now being acquired 
by the Department of the Interior under the authority of section 2(d) 
ob the Historic Sites Act, approved August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666), 


through the expenditure of $107,000 donated for this ew by the 


Avalon and Old Dominion Foundations, and by the State of North 
Carolina. Such lands, after their acquisition under the Historic Sites 
Act, will become a part of the Wright Brothers National Memorial 
under the provisions of this measure. 
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One tract of approximately 95 acres contains tlie landing site of the 
fourth and Jongest of the Wright brothers’ historic flights and is 
otherwise desirable as an addition to the memorial. Another tract, 
containing approximately 16 acres, will provide an appropriate 
entrance to the memorial from the Virginia Dare Trail. 


cOsTS 


Enactment of the bill will not cost the Government anything for 
land purchases. Landscapimg and providing parking facilities will 
require minor expenditures. Maintenance expenses have been 
estimated at $500 a year, more or less. 


DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATIONS 


The measure was recommended in an executive communication 
from the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, which follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.C., February 20, 1959. 
Hon. Sam Raysurn, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Speaker: Enclosed is a draft of a proposed bill to revise 
the boundaries of the Wright Brothers National Memorial; North 
Carolina, and for other purposes. 

We suggest that this bill be referred to the appropriate committee 
for consideration, and we recommend that it be enacted. 

This bill would add approximately 111 acres of land to the Wright 
Brothers National Memorial, North Carolina. These lands, which 
adjoin the existing memorial are being acquired through donations. 

The memorial was established pursuant to authority contained in 
the act of March 2, 1927 (44 Stat. 1264), to commemorate the Wright 
brothers and their achievements in the development and successful 
use of power-driven aircraft. From the time of its establishment 
through November 1953, the area was known as the Kill Devil Hill 
National Memorial. On December 1, 1953, the area was appropriately 
redesignated by the Secretary as the Wright Brothers National 
Memorial, there being no requirement in the act authorizing its 
establishment that the memorial be given any specific designation. 

The lands described in the bill, and associated with the historic 
achievements of the Wright brothers, and required in connection with 
the administration of the national memorial, are now being acquired 
pursuant to section 2(d) of the Historic Sites Act, approved August 21, 
1935 (49 Stat. 666). Funds have been donated for this purpose by 
the Avalon and Old Dominion Foundations in the amount of $82,000, 
and by the State of North Carolina in the amount of $25,000. While 
authority exists to acquire them under the Historic Sites Act, the 
proposed legislation is required to add them to the national memorial. 

he bill proposes the addition of two tracts. The first, consisting 
of approximately 95 acres, and containing the landing site of the fourth 
and longest of the Wright brothers’ flights, adjoins the memorial area 
on the north and east. Acquisition of this tract and its addition to 
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the memorial will make possible the preservation of a historically 
important site associated with the early flights of the Wright brothers 
and will improve the interpretive possibilities of the area. It will also 
protect the setting for the existing memorial shaft and facilitate the 
construction of a museum and adjacent parking facilities. The other 
tract, lying to the east of the foregoing tract, and consisting of approxi- 
mately 16 acres, is needed to provide an appropriate entrance to the 
memorial from the Virginia Dare Trail. 

With the addition of this property to the memorial, the Department 
will then be able to proceed with its plans for the development of 
interpretive facilities contemplated under the Mission 66 program for 
this area. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to 
the submission of this proposed legislation to the Congress. 

Sincerely yours, 
Rocer Ernst, 
Secretary of the Interior. 


COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs recommends the 
enactment of H.R. 5488. 
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